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SUBJECT: CHINESE EXPRESS CONCERN TO JAPANESE SOCIALISTS 
OVER WITHDRAWAL OF US TROOPS FROM KOREA 

1 . SOCIALIST DIETMAN WHO WAS MEMBER OF RECENT JSP 
DELEGATION TO CHINA TOLD EMBOFF MARCH 28 THAT CHANG 
HSIANG-SHAN, VICE CHAIRMAN OF SINO-JAPANESE FRIENDSHIP 
ASSOCIATION, EXPRESSED TO JAPANESE SOCIALISTS PRC CONCERN 
ABOUT U.S. TROOP REDUCTIONS IN SOUTH KOREA. CHANG SAID 
PRC HAD MISGIVINGS "PULLOUT" WOULD LEAVE VACUUM FOR 
SOVIETS TO FILL. 

2. COMMENT:IN LIGHT OF PRC PUBLIC CRITICISM OF OPERATION 
"TEAM SPIRIT" AND CONSISTENT PRC ASSERTIONS, BOTH PUBLIC 
AND PRIVATE, THAT U.S. SHOULD WITHDRAW ALL ITS FORCES 
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FROM SOUTH KOREA, THIS APPEARS TO BE INTRIGUING AND 
UNUSUAL INSTANCE OF PRC WILLINGNESS TO EXPRESS IN SEMI- 
PUBLIC WAY DISTINCTION BETWEEN OBLIGATORY FRATERNAL SUP- 
PORT FOR DPRK POSITION AND MORE SELF-INTERESTED CHINESE 
DESIRE THAT STATUS QUO ON PENINSULA, AND BALANCE OF 
FORCE INSTRUMENTAL TO IT, BE MAINTAINED. MANSFIELD 
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